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Is the site for the proposed development located 
within the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), 
also known as the 1% annual chance or 100-
year floodplain, on the current effective Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)?

Is the site located within an
approximate or unnumbered A 
zone, an area without Base Flood 
Elevations (BFEs) established?

Is the site located within the 
SFHA on the preliminary, draft, or 
BLE mapping?

Highly recommend 
using the preliminary, 
draft, or BLE mapping.

Community is required 
to use the current 
effective FIRM.

Is the BFE higher 
or the extents of 
the floodplain/
floodway wider on 
the preliminary, 
draft, or BLE 
mapping?

Community is 
required to use 
the preliminary, 
draft, or BLE 
mapping as 
best available 
information.

Yes No

Floodplain 
management 
regulations do not 
apply.

Yes No Yes No

Yes No

Highly 
recommend using 
the preliminary, 
draft, or BLE 
mapping.


